September 2006

h
Wil

GreenVine %<

The Newsletter of the Bristol Federation of Green Parties

IN THIS
EDITION:

C+C: BRISTOL GETS ON  DEBATE: ADDICTION
BOARD

CAMPAIGN UPDATE: ELECTION 2007: CALL FOR

BRISTOL SOUTH POOL NOMINATIONS

DIARY POLICY GROUP: FOOD FOR
THOUGHT

SUSTAINABLE CONTACTS

PHOTOGRAPHY

Bristol backs Greens' C+C
lobbying

We've succeeded in getting the city council's
backing for one of our key climate change
policies - "Contraction and Convergence", or
C+C.

What it is:

C+C requires that rights to emit harmful
greenhouse gases must be rationed
(Contraction, to sustainable levels) - and the
fairest way to do it is to agree emission rights
for each country, with all countries converging
until everyone has an equal quota according
to the size of its population. Countries using
less than their quota could sell the excess to
countries still over-dependent on coal and oil.

Getting it into UK policy

So far, the Blair government has shown little
active interest, but many MPs support the
idea. As well as the Greens, it's also backed
by the Lib Dems and by Respect. In
Parliament, it's the subject of a Private
Members Bill from the MP for Morley, Colin
Challen, and there's a supporting Early Day
Motion. The Bill was to have got its Second
Reading last month - but without government
backing, it fell victim to procedural rules and
ran out of time. It should be back in the next
session.

How Bristol came to adopt it....

It started with our petition on the council
website. That was backed by a paper version
that was promoted in the local election
campaigns, and together they raised 650
signatures. Charlie, our newly elected
councillor, was able to present it to a Cabinet
meeting in June. A week later he used the
'Question Time' agenda item in full council to
ask council leader Barbara Janke what the
response would be - and got just the
commitment we wanted!

What's next...

We've been promised feedback of the
responses from Westminster to the council's
lobbying. So far, we know that two of our
MPs, Kerry McCarthy and Stephen Williams,
will be supporting the Bill. We've not heard
the government reply yet, though.

Global / Local

The national equivalent of C+C is to give
every citizen a 'quota' of the country's carbon
allowance. It's known as "Domestic Tradeable
Quotas", and is also part of Green Party
policy. Surprisingly, the idea was
acknowledged by David Miliband, the
Environment Secretary recently.

Long term solutions

We think these two ideas are the most
realistic and practical ways to put limits on
climate change emissions - but they're both
very long term; they'd take years to
implement.What we simply can't do is conduct
business as usual while we wait for such
schemes to be agreed. There isn't time for
such luxuries. Climate change is happening
today, and needs action today at the personal,
corporate, and political levels.

Pete Goodwin, Bristol South




It’s a Crazy Situation...

Recently | have been preoccupied with a
family member who has just spent two and a
half months in a hospital in an attempt to cure
the alcoholism which has landed him in the
same hospital three times in two years. If we
are concerned about the NHS we surely need
to face up to the fact that the main drain on
NHS finances is addiction:

1. addiction to legalised drugs like cigarettes
(where people die slowly in hospital from
emphysema or lung cancer);

2. addiction to unsuitable food leading to the
various diseases resulting from obesity;

3. addiction to illegal drugs like heroin, etc;

4. addiction to cars. (As an aside: road traffic
accidents place large numbers of people in
hospital, and are often made worse by "driving
under the influence”. Drivers still kill about 10
people a day on our roads, and maim, often
for life, scores more daily. Many people are so
addicted to cars that they cannot contemplate
walking or cycling anywhere - hence more
obesity and traffic accidents.)

All these addictions are the result of incessant
brainwashing by advertisements, social
conditioning which leads to the situation that
governments keep tobacco and alcohol legal
for the sake of the taxes and because they are
afraid of losing the votes of addicts who
probably form the majority of the electorate.

What worries me is that even non smoking,
non car-owning, healthy-eating, Green Party
members seem to have been brainwashed into
the manifestly ludicrous assumption that it is
impossible to socialise without alcohol. (Why
else assume that even GP meetings must be
at or near a pub?) Isn't it time we grew up
and stopped pretending that alcohol
dependency is either harmless or amusing?
Why should Greens support huge multi-
national corporations who profit by seducing
people into dangerous addictions — which also
make our weekend town centres unsafe, and
waste more paramedic & police time?

Keith Wiltshire, Bristol West

Dame Emily (Car)Park and
Bristol South Pool
Refurbishment

The council is drawing up plans to refurbish
Bristol South pool at a cost of £4.5 million.
The basic idea of refurbishment is to be
welcomed.

However, some details of the proposal are
causing great concern locally.

The biggest concern has to be the inclusion of
around 100 new parking spaces, taking out
the bottom of Dame Emily Park.

I've raised his concerns with the officers
responsible. Green Party activist Tess Green
has contacted the Friends of Bristol South Pool
together to ensure they can put forward their
views. The Sustainable Southville Project, and
the Dame Emily Park Project are already
involved.

If you oppose turning a substantial portion of
Dame Emily into a car park, there is an on-line
petition (set up by former Labour councillor
Matthew Symonds).

Please go and sign up at http://www.bristol-
city.gov.uk/item/epetition.html. = And please
also look out for the forthcoming consultation
about the refurbishment of the swimming pool
coming up in the autumn.

Apparently, Bristol South Pool is one of the top
five most suitable council-owned sites for
renewable power - either controlled heat and
power or biomass. I've been making
representations to the council to ask them to
make the most of this opportunity in any
refurbishment of Bristol South Pool.

This may prove to be technically unfeasible,
but has to be worth investigation. If it works,
it could save a substantial 320 tonnes of
greenhouse gas emissions per year, and it
could also pay for itself in seven years. And -
if taken up — it would help the council meet its
climate change targets, thereby making the
pool a more important proposition in the
council’s portfolio.

Charlie Bolton, Bristol South
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CITYWIDE EVENTS

Mon 4 Sept, 6.30pm
(County Sports and Social Club, Colston St)

A city-wide meeting of Bristol Green Party
members takes place on the first Monday of
every month at the above time and place.

*** CALL FOR NOMINATIONS ***

South Bristol GP are calling for nominees to
stand in all wards for the elections next
May, Candidates will preferably live in the
ward they will contest.

Nominations should be sent to one of the
joint coordinators for BSGP - Clodagh Scott
or Tess Green by 20th September.

Thanks,
Tess Green, Bristol South

LOCAL EVENTS

Bristol West

Business meeting: Tues 12 Sept, 7.30 pm

(21 Roman Way, Stoke Bishop, nr Sea Mills
station — see map above)

Contact Geoff Collard — tel: (0117) 924 3503

Bristol East

Business meeting: Tues 12 Sept, 7.30 pm

(21 Roman Way, Stoke Bishop, nr Sea Mills
station — see map above)

Contact Christine Prior — tel: (0117) 939 1883

*** Bristol East and West parties hold a
joint meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of every
month ***

Bristol South

Business meeting: Wed 20 Sept, 7.30pm
(Bedminster Library)

Contact Tess Green — tel: (0117) 985 2795

*** Bristol South party meets on the 3rd
Wednesday of every month. ***



Policy group news

The Bristol Green Party has recently set up a policy group to discuss and draft local policy. The first
policy to come out of this group is on a subject dear to the heart of many Greens, parents, children,
and Jamie Oliver: school food. A longer discussion paper on the issues involved in this policy is
available via the website. If you have any comments or suggestion on this policy, or you would like to
be involved in the work of the policy group, please contact the convenor, Josie McLellan on (0117)
378 9633 or by email: Josie.McLellan@bris.ac.uk

Bristol Green Party School Food Policy

The Green Party believes that school food is a key issue, one which affects education, health, and
climate change. Children who eat well find it easier to concentrate at school, and are less likely to be
disruptive. A good diet is also essential in the promotion of good health, and if children learn to eat
well, enjoy fruit and vegetables, and cook simple meals in school, this will benefit them throughout
their lives. If school meals use locally produced food, this will not only help local business, but will
also reduce food miles and carbon emissions.

In reaction to recent publicity about school food (‘the Jamie Oliver effect’), the Government has
recently introduced new standards for school food. We believe that these standards do not go far
enough. Under the new standards, children will still be served processed, stodgy, unhealthy meals,
often produced off-site, and merely heated up on the school premises.
We know that pupils, parents, teachers and school kitchen staff are unhappy with this situation. We
believe that school meals in Bristol should be healthier, tastier, and greener, and that Bristol City
Council should work together with schools to achieve this.
1. School meals in Bristol should meet the targets drawn up by the Soil Association, namely:

At least 75% made from unprocessed ingredients

At least 50% sourced locally

At least 30% organic

2. Children should enjoy better classroom education on food, and all children should visit a farm
at least once during their time at school.

3. At least 70p (primary)/80p (secondary) should be spent on the ingredients for each child’s
meal.

4. Vegetarian and vegan options should be available to all children.
5. No sweets, chocolate, crisps or fizzy drinks should be sold in schools.
6. No harmful additives should be present in school meals.

7. Kitchen staff should be properly paid, valued for their cooking and educational skills, and given
adequate training and equipment.

8. All food waste should be composted.

Josie McLellan, Bristol East



Sustainable Photography

‘New Light Through An Old Hole'
By Justin Quinnell

Public Lecture on Pinhole Photography - Book Launch

THURSDAY 21 SEPT
At the Arnolfini

16 Narrow Quay,
Bristol BS1 4QA,

7pm
£5.00 (£3.00 concessions)

0117 917 2304
boxoffice@arnolfini.org.uk

In a rare public lecture to celebrate the publication of his new book, Mouthpiece (Dewi Lewis),
pinhole photography expert Justin Quinnell will discuss the science, history and contemporary
approaches to this ancient imaging device.

The lecture will also include:

> A replication of a classic Isaac Newton experiment
> The use of a camera as a golf ball
> And an unnervingly scary demonstration of ‘power drill portraiture’!

The evening will conclude with a demonstration on making pinhole cameras as well as the
chance to have your portrait taken from inside the mouth of the artist himself (for a donation to
charity)!

SAVING TREES!

If you don't need a paper version of
Greenvine, and would like to receive
It electronically instead, then please
email John Hills ( )
with your name — he’ll do the rest!




CONTACTS

The Bristol Green Party has three email lists. The Discussion List is lively and informative, the
place where all the most important issues come under the spotlight. Members can subscribe at:
http://lists.greenparty.org.uk/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/lp-bristol.

The Announcement List provides the most up to date information on local events and proceedings
for party members, making it the ideal option for those who wish to keep up to date, but don’t want
to get all the emails from the Discussion list. Members can subscribe to this list at:
http://lists.greenparty.org.uk/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/lp-bristol-announce.

For more general news about environmental issues and action in the South West, non-members as
well as members may subscribe to the Green News List — a bi-weekly update on Green issues in
Bristol. Simply visit http://lists.greenparty.org.uk/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/lp-bristol-news.

If you have any stories about green concerns in Bristol that might go in this list, please send
them Greennews_editor@bristolgreenparty.org.uk - very short one-or-two sentence items that then
link to web pages where people can find out more are ideal!

Bristol Green Parties’ new-look website (http://www.bristolgreenparty.org.uk/) always contains the
latest information as well as local party policy and up-to-date election results. The site is managed
by Alex Dunn (e-mail: bgp@bristolgreenparty.org.uk). *** ANY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEW
‘GREEN LIFE SECTION ESPECIALLY WELCOME — COME AND SEE THE NEW SITE! ***

Local contacts are as follows:

Bristol East Bristol West

Leon Quinn Tel: (0117) 378 9633 Geoff Collard Tel: (0117) 924 3503

Or Christine Prior Tel: (0117) 939 1883 Or Daniella Radice Tel: (0117) 952 5796
Email: east@bristolgreenparty.org.uk Email: west@bristolgreenparty.org.uk
Bristol South GreenVine Editor

Tess Green Tel: (0117) 985 2795 Leon Quinn

Or Charlie Bolton Tel: (0117) 966 1639 Tel: (0117) 378 9633

Email: south@bristolgreenparty.org.uk Email: greenvine@bristolgreenparty.org
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Bristol Green Parties
Tel: 0845 456 2574 Email: bgp@bristolgreenparty.org.uk
Website: http://www.bristolgreenparty.org.uk/
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