
 1 

April 2007 

GreenVine  

 
The Newsletter of the Bristol Federation of Green Parties 

 

IN THIS 
EDITION: 

 

HELP! SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL 

CUBA’S QUIET GREEN 
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OPENING UP THE DOORS 

 
Help – I need somebody 
 

Yes: we are but weeks away from the most 
important elections the Green Party has seen in 
Bristol. Can we build on our victory from last 
year, and start to make a serious dent on the 
political establishment. Or is one councillor as far 
as it goes? 

 
Help – not just anybody 
 

We need your help – to make the difference: the 
help you give will make the difference between 
winning and losing. 
 
The greater the presence we can have, the better 
chance we have of winning. There is a range of 
things we need to do; please see the list included 
below.  There’s so many different ways you can 
help! 

 
Help you know I need someone 
 

It’s hard work being a lone Green councillor. I can 
push some things, but two councillors would 
means we’d get group status, and have many 
more rights. We would also frighten the other 
parties even more into pushing our agenda. We’d 
also get more officer support – I get pretty much 
none at the moment. 

 
He-e-elp! 
 

Getting one or two more councillors would be a 
substantial achievement. The council talks of 
making Bristol a ‘green capital of Europe’. Electing 
us is surely the best way to achieve it.  The 
momentum is there.  With your help we can open 
up the door. 
 

Charlie Bolton, Bristol South 
 

 

 

(members only) 
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SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL 

 
Four years ago I stood as Green Party 
candidate for the newly formed Downend and 
Bromley Heath parish council.  
 
For those of you who don’t know this bit of the 
city, Downend is southeast of Frenchay, in the 
Kingswood parliamentary constituency, so we 
fall under the aegis of Bristol East GP. 
 
I am currently campaigning for re-election; if 
you’re nearby, any help with leafleting and so 
on is always greatly appreciated! 
 
When I first stood, I had no expectation of 
winning.  I was just wanting to put the party 
policies before the electors and to give them a 
Green alternative.  
 

So my election came as a big shock!  
 

Even before the election I had hoped to get 
additional bus shelters erected. I started by 
visiting and listing details of every bus stop in 
or near to the parish (timetable display 
boards, timetable up to date, pavement width 
etc.). This enabled me to get a good idea of 
the possibilities for shelters.  
 

Fortunately my efforts have been generally 
supported by the other councillors (who now 
include a second Green Party member).  
 

Initially we took over 9 shelters from South 
Gloucestershire. In the past year these have 
been joined by 12 new shelters. We now have 
a shelter at 16 out of the 17 stops that 
provide a direct service into Bristol.  
 

A continuing study of bus timetables has also 
proved productive. I realised that two night 
bus services came along the parish 
boundaries, but without serving the parish.  
 
Eighteen months ago the parish wrote to 
Bristol City Council, who provide the N2 
service, suggesting additional bus stops where 
it passes through our parish. In spite of 
chasing by letter, e-mail and phone we have 
never received a reply.   At the same time we 
approached South Gloucestershire and the 
parishes  around Yate which sponsored the 
N50 service. Here we were successful, and 
since June 2006 the bus has been diverted to 
serve nine stops in our parish.  Our financial 
contribution (£2,000 per year) has also 
enabled the service to be increased from two 
to three buses per night. 

We also had some buses that ran empty 
through the parish. It took five months to sort 
out, but First Bus now use them to carry 
passengers from our area instead. 
 

Last year I also led some of my fellow 
councillors along the River Frome through 
Lincombe Woods. Thanks to the work of my 
colleagues, £10,000 has now been obtained to 
clear the woods and establish paths, opening 
up new green space to everyone in the area. 
 

A future project I’m pursuing is to get a 
footbridge linking to the Frome Valley 
Walkway on the Frenchay side of the river. 
 

Before our council was established South 
Gloucestershire had a scheme for major 
expenditure on upgrading the centre of 
Downend. This has gone ahead with much 
input from our council, which was largely 
ignored by South Gloucestershire.  
 

However I was able to assist in getting 
improved lighting to a footpath, and the 
relaying of newly laid flags to ensure drainage.  
I also ensured that some cycle parking was 
included.  
 

I have also been responsible for the 
refurbishment of Downend public toilets, 
complete with the provision of a modern fully 
accessible toilet for the use of disabled 
persons. 
 
Finally, I successfully proposed the parish 
Council officially supporting the “Sustainable 
Communities Bill”, now before parliament. 
This will give local government new powers to 
oppose the closure of local facilities – such as 
Post Offices. 
 
Overall, while the stuff of parish council work 
is never headline news, it has certainly proved 
to be a way of doing good Green work at the 
most local of levels.   
 
The new Government White Paper on the 
future of local government calls for the 
creation of parish councils in urban areas that 
lack them, as the rest of Bristol currently 
does.   
 
So maybe Downend won’t be the only place in 
Bristol with Green parish councillors forever – 
assuming I get reelected of course! 

 
Alan Richardson, Bristol East 

alan-marion@nrdc.wanadoo.co.uk / 940 0311 
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THE QUIET GREEN 
REVOLUTION OF CUBA 

 
While much of the world is living beyond the 
ability of the planet to sustain their 
consumption, Cuba is the only country that 
has truly sustainable development according 
to a recent World Wildlife Fund report. 
 
Cuba faced a crisis after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union brought an end to subsidised 
trade and oil supplies. Now, in spite of over 45 
years of the USA trade blockade, Cuba is 
thriving. 
 
Cuba produces enough food to give its people 
a decent, healthy diet, mostly organic. 
Education has been a priority too, leading to a 
literate population and high proportion of 
doctors and scientists, so that Cuba’s infant 
mortality rate is lower than that of the USA, 
while life expectancy is the same as their giant 
neighbour.  
 
Anyone who has visited Cuba will be 
enthusiastic about the friendliness of the 
people and the high standards of culture – 
music, dance, visual art, literature and song 
are around every corner, but most tourists 
know nothing about the economic miracle of 
Cuba, achieved with little access to fossil fuels. 
 
So how has this been achieved? 
 
An internationally acclaimed scientist from 
Cuba who is an authority on sustainable 
agriculture is Dr. Humberto Rios Labrada. 
Bristol South Green Party was fortunate to be 
able to join with the Bristol Cuba Solidarity 
Group to host a meeting at the Southville 
Centre on February 1st with Dr. Rios as 
principal speaker. The meeting was both 
highly informative and great fun as Humberto 
is very entertaining. 
 
Our councillor in Southville, Charlie Bolton, set 
the scene with definitions of sustainability and 
Green Party sustainable principles, before 
Humberto posed the question ‘Why do we in 
Cuba think differently?’ 
 
His answer to this is the belief in the skills and 
knowledge of ordinary people. 
 
He explained that after the revolution the 
Cuban institutions continued to think that high 
tech agriculture and agrichemicals were 
necessary for high crop yields.  Local farmers 

were marginalised by scientists, as still 
happens in western countries. 
 
The collapse of the USSR led to a huge 
reduction in available oil and petrochemicals 
which led to poverty and food scarcity. The 
challenge to produce sufficient food was 
answered by farmers and scientists working 
together. 
 
Dr. Labrada discovered that his plant breeding 
programme to increase the yields of food 
crops had minimal or even adverse impact 
until he began to involve the farmers in his 
work. Their knowledge was used to select 
seeds and this increased the number of 
varieties of each crop. The result of this has 
been a chain reaction of agrobiodiversity, 
knowledge and a large increase in crop yields.  
 
The genetic diversity of crops has been 
increased by between 5 and 20 times, making 
them much more resistant to pests and 
diseases. The participation of farmers in 
research has helped to breed plants for every 
environment and to keep pace with climate 
change. The attitudes of farmers have 
changed too as they have developed 
confidence and become happier.  And of 
course they are now more prosperous!  
 
The costs of food production have been 
lowered as the soil increases in fertility with 
organic production – everyone’s a winner! 
 
Dr. Rios told us that the Cuban experience of 
participatory plant breeding has been shared 
with other Latin American countries with 
similar results. The key is to use the 
knowledge of farmers in selecting seeds for 
their own land.  
 
There are no more “mono-crops” such as you 
see in conventional farming here, but many 
varieties of crops are grown together.  
 
To start with, large farms became impossible 
to manage without oil for transport of labour 
and to operate machinery.  But then it was 
discovered that smaller farm units were more 
efficient as crop diversity increased yields. 
 

Farmers use “Diversity Fairs” to exchange and 
buy seeds where they can see the plants and 
crops of each variety available before they 
make their choice. 
 
In answer to questions, Dr. Labrada replied 
that there are no GM crops in Cuba and that it 
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was unlikely that farmers who are in control of 
their own agricultural standards would 
contemplate giving control to outsiders, which 
would be demanded by the multinational seed 
producers of GM products. Cuban farmers 
have experienced the successes of organic 
production which is cheaper, healthier and 
within their own control. 
 
Several people wanted to know more about 
how Cuban farmers select their seeds, and 
were told that the farmers decide on the basis 
of their own soil conditions, climate and 
preference for colour and taste of the crop and 
that the “Diversity Fairs” were a key part of 
information and seed exchange for farmers.  
 
We were invited to visit Cuba to experience 
the process for ourselves! 
 

Finally, Humberto was asked whether it had 
been difficult, as a scientist, to give control to 
local farmers.  He answered that he now has 
thousands of researchers working with him 
and that as a result, his job is very safe! 
 
There were many unanswered questions but 
we had run out of time and Dr. Labrada had 
promised to end with some of the songs, 
which he sings with his own band, about the 
farms and Cuban agriculture. Music puts the 
‘culture’ back with the ‘agri’, he said! 
 
So the meeting ended on a high note with 
some lively singing and foot tapping! 
 
Perhaps it is time to give more control back to 
the ordinary people here and not just in 
agriculture! 

Tess Green, Bristol South
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bristol East AGM Report 
 

We had our AGM on Feb 17th. The new officers elected for Bristol East GP were as follows:   
 

• Coordinator – Leon Quinn 
• Election Agent – Christine Prior 
• Treasurer/Membership Secretary – John Hills 
• Secretary/Press Officer – Josephine McLellan 
• Policy and Campaigns Coordinator – Claire Spencer 

 
 

We also confirmed candidates in all East Bristol wards for the May elections: 
 

• Easton – Christine Prior 
• Eastville – Martin Cottingham 
• Hillfields – Leon Quinn 
• Frome Vale – Josephine McLellan 
• Lawrence Hill – Mike Crawford 
• St George East – Tony Gosling 
• St George West – David Mowat 

 

Leon Quinn, Bristol East 

SAVING TREES! 
 

Greenvine is printed on recycled paper using soya based ink. 
 

But do you need a paper version? 
 

If not, and you would like to receive it electronically instead, 
then please email your name to 

greenvine@bristolgreenparty.org.uk, and we’ll do the rest! 
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GREEN PARTY DIARY 
 

 

 

CITYWIDE EVENTS 
 
Weds 11 April and Weds 9 May, 6.30pm  
Business meeting (Stag and Hounds, Old 
Market, next to Evening Post building) 
 
The city-wide meeting is open to all Bristol 
Green Party members, and now takes place on 
the second Wednesday of every month at the 
above time and place.  Come along and see 
how the party works! 
 
 

LOCAL EVENTS 
 
 
Bristol  South  
Business meeting: Weds 18 April and Wed 16 
May, 7.30pm  (Bedminster Library) 
 

Contact Tess Green - tel: (0117) 985 2795 

 
*** Bristol South party meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at Bedminster  
Library unless otherwise stated. *** 
 

 
Bristol West 
Business meeting: Tues 24 April and Tues 29 
May, 6.30 pm  (Fresh ’n’ Wild Café, Clifton 
Triangle, 85 Queens Rd) 
 

Contact Alex Dunn – tel: (0117) 962 2475 

 
Bristol East 
Business meeting: Tues 24 April and Tues 29 
May, 6.30 pm  (Fresh ’n’ Wild Café, Clifton 
Triangle, 85 Queens Rd) 
 

Contact Leon Quinn – tel: (0117) 378 9633 

 
*** Bristol East and West parties hold a 
joint business meeting on the last 
Tuesday of every month *** 
 
Social meeting: Saturday 14 April, 11.00 am 
(St Georges Hall Wetherspoons, Church Rd, 
Redfield) 
 
Our first East social meeting – we might 
discuss business things like the planned East 
Bristol Green Futures event, we might discuss 
policy; we might discuss anything! A totally 
informal meeting over coffee and cake. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
The Transition idea started out in Kinsale, and has since spread to Totnes and other English towns. 

But Bristol is the first city to take it on. 
 

Transition Towns is a non-party, practical attempt to find ways of dealing with the switch that will 
be needed from our current resource-heavy, unsustainable lifestyle, to a greener one: not just 
physically and politically, but psychologically too. How we can find the strength to give up the 

benefits of unsustainability - foreign holidays, car travel, food miles - was the theme of the first of 
series of Transition events.  See www.bristolgreenparty.org.uk/east for more! 
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CONTACTS 
 
 

The Bristol Green Party has three email lists.  The Discussion List is lively and informative, the 
place where all the most important issues come under the spotlight.  Members can subscribe at: 
http://lists.greenparty.org.uk/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/lp-bristol.  
 
The Announcement List provides the most up to date information on local events and proceedings 
for party members, making it the ideal option for those who wish to keep up to date, but don’t want 
to get all the emails from the Discussion list.  Members can subscribe to this list at: 
http://lists.greenparty.org.uk/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/lp-bristol-announce.  
 
For more general news about environmental issues and action in the South West, non-members as 
well as members may subscribe to the Green News List – a bi-weekly update on Green issues in 
Bristol. Simply visit http://lists.greenparty.org.uk/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/lp-bristol-news.  
 
If you have any stories about green concerns in Bristol that might go in this list, please send 
them Greennews_editor@bristolgreenparty.org.uk - very short one-or-two sentence items that then 
link to web pages where people can find out more are ideal! 
 
Bristol Green Parties’ new-look website (http://www.bristolgreenparty.org.uk/) always contains the 
latest information as well as local party policy and up-to-date election results.  The site is managed 
by Alex Dunn (e-mail: bgp@bristolgreenparty.org.uk).  *** ANY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEW 
‘GREEN LIFE SECTION ESPECIALLY WELCOME – COME AND SEE THE NEW SITE! *** 
 
Local contacts are as follows:

 
Bristol East 
Leon Quinn Tel: (0117) 378 9633 
Or Christine Prior Tel: (0117) 939 1883 
Email: east@bristolgreenparty.org.uk 
 
Bristol South 
Tess Green Tel: (0117) 985 2795 
Or Charlie Bolton Tel: (0117) 966 1639 
Or Glenn Vowles Tel: (0117) 971 7023 
Email: south@bristolgreenparty.org.uk 

 
 

Bristol West 
Alex Dunn Tel: (0117) 962 2475 
Or Geoff Collard Tel: (0117) 924 3503 
Or Daniella Radice Tel: (0117) 952 5796 
Email: west@bristolgreenparty.org.uk 
 
GreenVine Editor 
Leon Quinn  
Tel: (0117) 378 9633 
Email: greenvine@bristolgreenparty.org.uk 

 

Bristol Green Parties 
Tel: 0845 456 2574  Email: bgp@bristolgreenparty.org.uk 

Website: http://www.bristolgreenparty.org.uk/ 
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